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egarding the question of vocations we must 
first pray, pray, pray; it is important to do it 
every day by saying a Hail Mary and think-

ing about our vocation.”

These are the words of Cardinal Angelo Scola, 
Archbishop of Milan (Italy), pronounced during a 
pastoral visit to a parish of his diocese last February. 
These are simple and clear words, yet they go to the 
heart of vocation pastoral care. When considering 
vocations, one must always begin with prayer. This 
must have been the conviction of the Fathers of 
the Second Vatican Council when Pope Paul VI 
established the World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
in 1964. The whole Church celebrates the WDPV 
on the 4th Sunday of Easter or Good Shepherd 
Sunday. This day is one devoted to prayer, to the 
discovery of the importance of vocations, and to the 
value of prayer with the hopes of implanting them in 
the heart of the Christian community.

When emphasizing the importance of prayer in 
the vocation of pastoral care, there is no religious 
rhetoric; rather, the tradition of prayer stems from 
the biblical roots of the mystery of vocation.

The words of the Gospel are known: “The harvest 
is plentiful, the workers are few ... Pray then...” (cf 
Mt 9.38; Lk 10, 2). This is a peremptory invitation by 
Jesus. St. Hannibal Maria Di Francia (1851-1927), the 
apostle of prayer for vocations, explicitly states that 
these words are a command from Jesus. Therefore, in 
front of a demanding harvest with few workers, Je-
sus points or ordains prayer as the first and principal 
remedy. It is fair to state that prayer, as Jesus intend-
ed it, is the origin and the bedrock of all vocations 
in the Church. In fact, vocational discovery implies 
an increasingly closer relationship between God and 
the one who is called to a vocation. This kind of rela-
tionship is expressed and nourished through the dia-
log of prayer. Only in a constant and profound prayer 
climate may one discern his or her vocation. Within 
the community of believers, it is always prayer that 
accompanies, sustains, and brings to full maturity 
the vocational journey of every person called to serve 
God. The words of Pope Francis for the 54 WDPV 
are illuminating in this regard: “There can be no 
promotion of vocations or Christian mission apart 
from constant contemplative prayer. The Christian 

life needs to be nourished by listening to God’s Word 
and, above all, by cultivating a personal relationship 
with the Lord in Eucharistic adoration, the privi-
leged “place” for our encounter with God.”

Naturally, vocations may refer to those in the 
priestly ministry, as well as vocations to consecrated 
life, to marriage, or to individual life. All vocations 
find their foundation in the personal relationship 
with Jesus through prayer.

The value of prayer for the workers of the harvest 
as ordered by Jesus, a prayer mainly of supplication, 
goes further than what meets the eye. When con-
stantly practiced at the personal and community 
level, prayer helps to create a true vocational culture 
in Christian communities, helping one to discover 
and live life as a vocation. Life, in fact, is a vocation 
given to us by God for a task, for a mission. We are 
not in the world by chance, but for a specific purpose. 
When God calls to existence a person, he entrusts 
him with a task that is unique and unrepeatable, 
specially requested of that person. Every person is 
responsible for this gift of God, and he or she must 
discover and live it.

The vocations of special consecration, priestly 
ministry, and consecrated life flourish in Christian 
communities that promote through teaching, cat-
echesis, and preaching a vocational culture, accom-
panied and supported by the incessant prayer for the 
gift of the workers of the harvest. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the last few years, we have considered 
two aspects of the Christian vocation: the 
summons to “go out from ourselves” to 
hear the Lord’s voice, and the importance 
of the ecclesial community as the privileged 
place where God’s call is born, nourished 
and expressed.

Now, on this 54th World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations, I would like to reflect on 
the missionary dimension of our Chris-
tian calling. Those who drawn by God’s 
voice and determined to follow Jesus soon 
discover within themselves an irrepress-
ible desire to bring the Good News to their 

brothers and sisters through proclamation 
and the service of charity. All Christians 
are called to be missionaries of the Gospel! 
As disciples, we do not receive the gift of 
God’s love for our personal consolation, 
nor are we called to promote ourselves, 
or a business concern. We are simply men 
and women touched and transformed by 
the joy of God’s love, who cannot keep 
this experience just to ourselves. For “the 
Gospel joy which enlivens the community 
of disciples is a missionary joy (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 21).

Commitment to mission is not some-
thing added on to the Christian life as a 
kind of decoration, but is instead an essen-

tial element of faith itself. A relationship 
with the Lord entails being sent out into 
the world as prophets of his word and wit-
nesses of his love.

Even if at times we are conscious of our 
weaknesses and tempted to discourage-
ment, we need to turn with God with con-
fidence. We must overcome a sense of our 
own inadequacy and not yield to pessi-
mism, which merely turns us into passive 
spectators of a dreary and monotonous 
life. There is no room for fear! God himself 
comes to cleanse our “unclean lips” and 
equip us for the mission: “Your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out. Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom 

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the 
54th World Day of Prayer for Vocations:

Led by the Spirit for Mission
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shall I send and who will go for us?’ And I 
said, ‘Here am I, send me’” (Is 6:6-8).

In the depths of their heart, all mission-
ary disciples hear this divine voice bid-
ding them to “go about”, as Jesus did, “do-
ing good and healing all” (cf. Acts 10:38). I 
have mentioned that, by virtue of baptism, 
every Christian is a “Christopher”, a bear-
er of Christ, to his brothers and sisters (cf. 
Catechesis, 30 January 2016). This is par-
ticularly the case with those called to a life 
of special consecration and with priests, 
who have generously responded, “Here I 
am, Lord, send me!” With renewed mis-
sionary enthusiasm, priests are called to 
go forth from the sacred precincts of the 
temple and to let God’s tender love over-
flow for the sake of humanity (cf. Homily 
at the Chrism Mass, 24 March 2016). The 
Church needs such priests: serenely confi-
dent because they have discovered the true 
treasure, anxious to go out and joyfully to 
make it known to all (cf. Mt 13:44).

Certainly many questions arise when we 
speak of the Christian mission. What does 
it mean to be a missionary of the Gospel? 
Who gives us the strength and courage to 
preach? What is the evangelical basis and 
inspiration of mission? We can respond 
to these questions by meditating on three 
scenes from the Gospels: the inauguration 
of Jesus’ mission in the synagogue at Naza-
reth (cf. Lk 4:16-30); the journey that, after 
his resurrection, he makes in the company 
of the disciples of Emmaus (cf. Lk 24:13-35) 
and, finally, the parable of the sower and 
the seed (cf. Mt 4:26-27).

Jesus is anointed by the Spirit 
and sent. To be a missionary disciple 
means to share actively in the mission of 
Christ. Jesus himself described that mis-
sion in the synagogue of Nazareth in these 
words: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to pro-
claim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, and to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour” (Lk 4:18-19). This is also 
our mission: to be anointed by the Spirit, 
and to go out to our brothers and sisters in 
order to proclaim the word and to be for 
them a means of salvation.

Jesus is at our side every step 
of the way. The questions lurking in hu-
man hearts and the real challenges of life 
can make us feel bewildered, inadequate 
and hopeless. The Christian mission might 
appear to be mere utopian illusion or at 
least something beyond our reach. Yet if 
we contemplate the risen Jesus walking 
alongside the disciples of Emmaus (cf. Lk 
24:13-15), we can be filled with new confi-
dence. In that Gospel scene, we have a true 
“liturgy of the street”, preceding that of the 
word and the breaking of the bread. We see 
that, at every step of the way, Jesus is at our 
side! The two disciples, overwhelmed by 
the scandal of the cross, return home on 
the path of defeat. Their hearts are broken, 
their hopes dashed and their dreams shat-
tered. The joy of the Gospel has yielded to 
sadness. What does Jesus do? He does not 
judge them, but walks with them. Instead 
of raising a wall, he opens a breach. Gradu-
ally he transforms their discouragement. 
He makes their hearts burn within them, 
and he opens their eyes by proclaiming the 
word and breaking the bread. In the same 
way, a Christian does not bear the burden 
of mission alone, but realizes, even amid 
weariness and misunderstanding, that “Je-
sus walks with him, speaks to him, breathes 
with him, works with him. He senses Jesus 
alive with him in the midst of the mission-
ary enterprise” (Evangelii Gaudium, 266).

Jesus makes the seed grow. Fi-
nally, it is important to let the Gospel teach 
us the way of proclamation. At times, even 
with the best intentions, we can indulge in a 
certain hunger for power, proselytism or in-
tolerant fanaticism. Yet the Gospel tells us 
to reject the idolatry of power and success, 
undue concern for structures, and a kind of 
anxiety that has more to do with the spirit 
of conquest than that of service. The seed 
of the Kingdom, however tiny, unseen and 
at times insignificant, silently continues to 
grow, thanks to God’s tireless activity. “The 
kingdom of God is as if a man should scat-
ter seed on the ground, and should sleep 
or rise night and day, and the seed should 
sprout and grow, he knows not how” (Mk 
4:26-27). This is our first reason for confi-
dence: God surpasses all our expectations 
and constantly surprises us by his generos-
ity. He makes our efforts bear fruit beyond 
all human calculation.

With this confidence born of the Gospel, 
we become open to the silent working of the 
Spirit, which is the basis of mission. There 
can be no promotion of vocations or Chris-
tian mission apart from constant contem-
plative prayer. The Christian life needs to 
be nourished by attentive listening to God’s 
word and, above all, by the cultivation of a 
personal relationship with the Lord in Eu-
charistic adoration, the privileged “place” 
for our encounter with God.

I wish heartily to encourage this kind of 
profound friendship with the Lord, above 
all for the sake of imploring from on high 
new vocations to the priesthood and the 
consecrated life. The People of God need to 
be guided by pastors whose lives are spent 
in service to the Gospel. I ask parish com-
munities, associations and the many prayer 
groups present in the Church, not to yield 
to discouragement but to continue praying 
that the Lord will send workers to his har-
vest. May he give us priests enamoured of 
the Gospel, close to all their brothers and 
sisters, living signs of God’s merciful love.

Dear brothers and sisters, today too, we 
can regain fervour in preaching the Gos-
pel and we can encourage young people in 
particular to take up the path of Christian 
discipleship. Despite a widespread sense 
that the faith is listless or reduced to mere 
“duties to discharge”, our young people de-
sire to discover the perennial attraction of 
Jesus, to be challenged by his words and ac-
tions, and to cherish the ideal that he holds 
out of a life that is fully human, happy to 
spend itself in love. 

Mary Most Holy, the Mother of our Sav-
iour, had the courage to embrace this ideal, 
placing her youth and her enthusiasm in 
God’s hands. Through her intercession, 
may we be granted that same openness 
of heart, that same readiness to respond, 
“Here I am”, to the Lord’s call, and that 
same joy in setting out (cf. Lk 1:39), like her, 
to proclaim him to the whole world.

From the Vatican, 27 November 2016 
First Sunday of Advent 
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 would like to reflect on the mis-
sionary dimension of our Christian 
calling. . . We are simply men and 

women touched and transformed by the 
joy of God’s love, who cannot keep this 
experience just to ourselves.” Perhaps the 
explanation for why Pope Francis opens 
his message this way comes up towards 
the end: there is “a widespread sense that 
faith is listless and reduced to mere ‘du-
ties to discharge’.” He hints at this attitude 
earlier when he writes that we must not 
“yield to pessimism, which merely turns 
us into passive spectators of a dreary and 

monotonous life.” What then is the reme-
dy for a faith that has turned listless and 
been reduced to a soulless carrying out of 
religious practices—the graying of hope? 
Where is new energy going to come from?

A message for all the baptized

While this year’s message makes sev-
eral mentions of priests and those in 
consecrated life, Francis addresses him-
self to the whole Christian community. 
It falls, after all, to the whole community 
to pray for pastors “whose lives are spent 
in service to the Gospel.” Yet even more 
importantly, for everyone who has been 
baptized (and particularly those who have 

chosen to live out their baptism in an in-
tensified way as religious and priests), the 
call to walk among God’s people as Jesus 
did—“how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil” (Acts 10:38)—ought to be real and 
lifegiving. The call should be lifegiving 
because it comes from an experience of 
having been loved unconditionally as we 
are; and, as in the case of every joyous ex-
perience, it wants to be shared. 

When Francis describes commitment 
to mission as “an essential element of faith 
itself,” he is not talking about following a 
legal precept or yet another religious duty. 
He is talking, rather, about the logic of joy. 

By Fr. WilliAm reiser, sJ

The Missionary Dimension of the Christian Vocation
A Reflection on the Pope’s Message for the 54th World Day of Prayer for Vocations
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Isn’t this what happened to the Samaritan 
woman by Jacob’s well that afternoon so 
many years ago? “Come, see a man who 
told me all that I ever did” (Jn 4:29). And 
this led to the rest of the village asking 
him to stay with them—and, perhaps 
more surprisingly, their coming to faith. 
It’s what led Cleopas and his companion 
to rush from Emmaus back to Jerusalem 
to share their joy with the other disciples 
(Lk 24:32-35); or much earlier, what led 
Andrew to bring his brother Simon Pe-
ter to Jesus, and Philip to search out Na-
thanael (Jn 1:42-49).

The Pope then meditates briefly on three 
gospel texts: Luke’s account of Jesus’ inau-
gural words in the synagogue at Nazareth, 
where Jesus quotes the beautiful text of 
Isaiah 61; Luke’s account of the two dis-
ciples on their way to Emmaus; and Jesus’ 
parable of seeds sprouting: “The kingdom 
of God is as if a man should scatter seed 
on the ground. He sleeps and rises day and 
night, and the seed sprouts and grows; he 
knows not how” (Mk 4:26-27). The verses 
from Isaiah speak wonderfully to a disci-
ple’s sense of mission; they enfold a vision 
of the world as God intends it. The words 
of Isaiah ring with hope, while Jesus’ par-
able appeals intriguingly to our religious 
imagination: he knows not how. 

Yet the parable, too, is bursting with 
hope. There is no doubt that the seed is 
going to take root and yield fruit, even 
while the farmer goes about his daily rou-
tine: he sleeps and rises day and night. 
And so too do those who sow the seeds 
of faith by preaching the gospel and liv-
ing it out. Our lives are making a lasting 
contribution to the world’s spiritual ecol-
ogy because, as Francis reminds us, God 
“makes our efforts bear fruit beyond all 
human calculation.” As Mark might add 
parenthetically, “Just think of Jesus.”

A “liturgy of the street”

There is a phrase in Francis’ reflection 
on the Emmaus story that is especially in-
triguing. He speaks of a genuine “liturgy of 
the street” (“una auténtica y propia ‘liturgia 
del camino’”) that takes place before Jesus 
and the two disciples come to table and 
break the bread. What was that “liturgy 

of the street,” if not the heartfelt conver-
sation about the Scriptures that happened 
along the way? Our imagination goes into 
overdrive. There must have been countless 
conversations that Jesus had with his dis-
ciples as they were walking the hills and 
trails of Galilee, or passing through the 
Decapolis, or making their way to Jerusa-
lem. On those journeys they would have 
spoken frequently about verses from the 
psalms or texts from the prophets, teasing 
out their meaning beyond what they heard 
in the readings at the previous Sabbath ser-
vice. If they did not talk frequently about 
the Scriptures, then it is hard to figure out 
what led the evangelists to draw so exten-
sively on them, or to explain what Jesus was 

doing along the Emmaus road (Lk 24:27). 

Jesus would speak with anyone who had 
faith, or who was searching, or who was 
waiting along the roadside. In John’s gospel 
we recall his nocturnal conversation with 
Nicodemus, or at mid-day with the Samar-
itan woman by the well. We think of how 
he ran into Bartimaeus at a crossroads in 
Jericho, or the woman with chronic bleed-
ing who wanted only to touch his garment, 
or with the desperate father of an epileptic 
boy. In each case we can picture a liturgy 
of the street: a conversation with Jesus, 
however long or short, about things that 
matter—about the hope and the promise 
that hold the Scriptures together.

The interesting point is not so much 
that people speak with Jesus or that he 

converses with them along the way: that 
much is attractive and prayerful by itself. 
What gets me thinking most in his reflec-
tion on the Emmaus scene is the expres-
sion Pope Francis uses: a “liturgy of the 
street” (an expression that reminds me of 
Eileen Egan’s biography of Mother Teresa 
Such a Vision of the Street). Francis’ is not 
a detached theology or spirituality. It is 
very much tied up with ordinary people, 
especially people who are poor, the ones 
who (as we see so clearly from his daily 
homilies and his talks) are always very 
much on his mind—refugees, exiles, the 
homeless, the elderly, the urban poor, the 
undocumented, prisoners. Engagement 
with them is true liturgy—the liturgy that 
needs to take place before we come to the 
breaking of the bread. For each of us, our 
liturgy of the street is the place where we 
speak with others about God’s word, both 
the word of Scripture and the word of ev-
eryday experience—words that give life 
and sustain human hope.

But then I have to ask myself: is my con-
versation truly a liturgy of the street, that 
is, a liturgy of the place where the poor 
walk? Pope Francis writes that the Church 
needs her priests “to go forth from the sa-
cred precincts of the temple.” Yet perhaps, 
for religious and priests, the celebration 
of the Eucharist actually begins “in the 
street,” beyond the walls of our churches 
and chapels. Otherwise, our contempla-
tive prayer (which, Francis reminds us, is 
essential to the Christian life) and our Eu-
charistic adoration (“the privileged ‘place’ 
of our encounter with God”) run the risk 
of becoming detached from the world, 
from families and neighborhoods, and 
from the daily realities of people’s lives.

I think of that passage in the gospel 
when Jesus, early in his ministry, spent 
the whole of a late afternoon and evening 
healing those who had come to the door 
of Simon’s house to be healed. Each one 
of those who came surely had a story that 
they needed to share with Jesus—the story 
behind each sickness, each burden, each 
disappointment, each case of being over-
whelmed by life’s demons. Then, the evan-
gelist tells us, very early the next morning 
before anyone else had risen Jesus went to 
a deserted place to pray (Mk 1:32-35). And 

“A Christian 
does not bear 
the burden of 

mission alone.”
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what did he speak with the Father about? 
The gospel does not say. But if Jesus was 
like us, I think it highly likely that the peo-
ple he met and the stories he listened to the 
previous night were still very much in his 
mind when he awoke, and they became the 
focus of his prayer. He had just celebrated 
his first liturgy of the street.

Finding companions for mission

Drawing upon his apostolic exhorta-
tion The Joy of the Gospel (#266), Francis 
writes that “a Christian does not bear the 
burden of mission alone” because the ris-
en Jesus “walks with” us, “breathes with” 
us, and “works with” us. This constant 
presence of Jesus is a grace for all of us as 
disciples. Presence, of course, supposes 
relationship, and relationships need to be 
cultivated, which is why we pray. 

But is closeness with Jesus, alone, 
enough to sustain us in mission? If it were 
enough, then why did Andrew fetch Si-
mon, or why did Philip rush to find Na-
thanael? The disciples needed one another, 
and so do we. The story of how we came to 
faith and what has confirmed it over time 
needs to be shared, both for our own sake 
and for the sake of each other. Otherwise, 
the seed planted by the Spirit lies dormant. 
Each of us has stepped into the story of Je-
sus, and, once inside, we meet the others 
who are also living it. Jesus’ story draws 
and binds us; it creates the community we 
call church. We discover the self we aspire 
to inside the narrative world of the gospel; 
there our imaginations fuse with Jesus’ 
vision of the reign of God. In that world, 
we are never alone. In that world, we will 
share our faith journeys many times over 
because that’s what brothers and sisters in 
faith do: they talk with each other, they en-
courage one another, and, anointed with 
the Spirit, they take to the road together.

Life in the Spirit as a parable

Whenever we hear Jesus’ words “The 
kingdom of heaven is like . . .” our ears 
recognize the familiar sound of a com-
ing parable. There was nothing esoteric 
about Jesus’ teaching. He drew connec-
tions between everyday life and the un-
folding of the reign of God around us. 

While all the familiar parables consist of 
words—“He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear” (Mk 4:9)—there is at least one par-
able that consists of an action; its mystery 
is encoded in something Jesus does. The 
evangelists do not tell us what Jesus was 
teaching just before he multiplied the 
loaves and fish, but it may be that what 
he was teaching before was encapsulated 
in what he did. He broke the loaves and 
gave them to his disciples to distribute; he 
broke and he shared. There in a nutshell 
was the teaching about the reign of God: 
the breaking and sharing of bread encod-
ed the breaking and sharing of life. It is a 
sign so elementary and ordinary that the 
meaning can escape us: ‘the one who has 
eyes to see—let them see!’ It’s as if Jesus 
had said, “The kingdom of heaven is like 
the breaking and sharing of bread.” The 
story of the loaves and fish was an enacted 
parable. Perhaps we should look upon life 
in the Spirit the same way.

We are, essentially, storytellers. So was 
Jesus. When the story is a good one, peo-
ple will listen. The more interesting the 
story, the more captivated their attention. 
Indeed, the more interesting the story, the 
more likely it is that we will be asked to 
tell it again—and seeing how people have 
responded, the more likely we are to want 
to keep telling it! Life in the Spirit is like 
that: it is a story that we tell, not so much 
with words, but through everything that 
we do and are. Pope Francis writes that 
to be a missionary disciple means “to go 
out to our brothers and sisters in order to 
proclaim the word.” The proclamation, 
however, is not simply a matter of words: 
we ourselves are God’s parable insofar as 
our lives are thoroughly Eucharistic, that 
is, lives that are “broken” and “shared” 
for the many. For that reason Eucharistic 
adoration—“the privileged ‘place’ for our 
encounter with God”—makes such deep 
sense: we become the mystery that we 
contemplate. And in those contemplative 
moments before the Eucharist, we expe-
rience the impulse that draws us back to 
the street. The street can be exasperating. 
Hope can be stretched there, but there it 
will never turn gray. Why? Because that’s 
where we find the people, and by coming 
close to the people, we realize pretty soon 
that God may have gotten there before us.

A prayerful concern

Now, what about the listlessness and 
pessimism of which the Pope speaks? I 
don’t think he is referring simply to a lack 
of good pastors or vocations to priesthood 
and religious life, although his message 
does urge us to pray to the Lord of the 
harvest that young people, especially, will 
“take up the path of Christian disciple-
ship.” He also asks us to pray that the same 
Lord might “give us priests enamoured 
of the Gospel, close to all their brothers 
and sisters, living signs of God’s merciful 
love.” But the concern runs deeper.

It’s no secret that we live in a time of 
growing religious illiteracy and pro-
found ambivalence about the question of 
God. People may identify with the name 
“Christian,” but many do not seem really 
to know the story of Jesus. They have not 
experienced the gospel as an encounter 
with Jesus; his story has not soaked into 
their imagination. Still, it is not just the 
story of Jesus that seems to be receding; 
it is the story of God that runs beneath it. 
That’s where the blurring is especially seri-
ous. And when humanity no longer knows 
the story of God or how to recognize the 
divine voice, then the alternative will be, 
increasingly, spiritual disorientation, in-
stability of soul, and evaporating hope—a 
race temporarily mesmerized by its own 
importance. We would be like people who 
believe they trapped the sun when they are 
merely handling a mirror. 

The ecological tipping point towards 
which the planet appears to be headed 
may be the precursor to an equally dan-
gerous tipping point at which the human 
spirit no longer recognizes its origin. It is 
going to take a lot of parables—and apos-
tles to preach them—to keep us from slid-
ing over that edge. 

FR. WILLIAM REISER, SJ

Is a professor of theology and 
chair of the Religious Studies 
Department at Holy Cross College 
in Worcester, Massachusetts. He 
also serves in Hispanic ministry 
in two parish communities.
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any places are experiencing a 
dearth of vocations to the priest-
hood and consecrated life. This 

is often due to a lack of contagious apostolic 
fervor in communities which results in a 
cooling of enthusiasm and attractiveness. 
Wherever there is life, fervor, and a desire to 
bring Christ to others, genuine vocations 
will arise. Even in parishes where priests are 
not particularly committed or joyful, the 
fraternal life and fervor of the community 
can awaken the youth a desire to consecrate 
themselves completely to God and to the 
preaching of the Gospel. This is particularly 
true if such a living community prays insis-
tently for vocations and courageously pro-
poses to its young people the path of special 
consecration.” (The joy of the Gospel 107)

Our parishes are at the forefront of 
praying for vocations and awakening in 
young people the desire to follow a voca-
tion to the priesthood and consecrated 
life. Prayer and action cannot certainly 
happen only on one day, but must be a 
constant commitment of the entire parish 
community. From pre-school to adult life, 
we must echo the message that every life 

is a vocation which must be answered to 
fulfil the mission that God has entrusted 
to us and which will give us happiness. 
The direct prayer and proposal to follow 
Christ in a consecrated vocation could 
seem an intrusion in the lives of young 
people, if we do not accompany them in 
their desires, difficulties, worries, rejec-
tions, or successes. Before Jesus com-
manded the prayer to the Lord of the har-
vest, he felt compassion for the crowd who 
were like sheep without the shepherd. 
(Mt. 9, 35-38)

What can we do in our parishes so that 
everyone becomes aware of the need for 
good workers of the harvest, who include 
catechists, youth ministers, and other lay 
ministers? Here are some suggestions:

• Include on every Sunday an intention 
for vocations in the prayer of the faith-
ful and say together with the people a 
prayer for vocations after Commu-
nion. Ask parish groups to add a little 
prayer for vocations to their opening 
or closing prayer such as “Send, o 
Lord, holy apostles into your Church.”

• Give a tangible reminder to fami-

lies to pray the Rosary for Vocations 
daily and for their needs for a week. 
For example, in our parish, St. Mary’s 
Church in Sanger, California, a little 
statue of Our Lady of Fatima and St. 
Hannibal, the Apostle of Prayer for 
Vocations,  visit the family for a week. 
The whole year fills up immediately 
with reservations. A Vocation Com-
mittee handles this ministry. The visit 
has brought many reconciliations and 
healings to families.

• Have weekly adoration for vocations, 
possibly on Thursdays. A monthly all 
night adoration (Adoración Noctur-
na) gives great emphasis to vocations. 
Adoration and benediction for chil-
dren and youth periodically brings 
great spiritual feeling.

• On World Prayer for Vocations or 
other Sundays, have priests, seminar-
ians, and religious share the story of 
their vocation with the congregation.

We might not see immediate results, but 
a culture of vocations is created in the par-
ish and workers for the abundant harvest 
will be sent by the Lord. 

By Fr. John Bruno, rCJ

Fostering Vocations Inspired by WDPV
Practical Guidelines 

Parishes at the Forefront of Prayer for Vocations
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he community of the Rogationist Fa-
thers serves at St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal, in North Hollywood, Cali-

fornia. Our charism is the prayer for vo-
cations. We make all efforts to promote a 
pastoral based on a vocation culture. In 
our parish there are many young people 
and the largest youth group, Jóvenes en la 
Gracia del Padre (Youth in the Grace of the 
Father) is Hispanic. The group’s name and 
mission express the vocational dynamism 
of their members:

Youth expresses the fullness and goals 
of a spiritual life and a strong hope to 
make and conclude a project. 

Grace is the same life of God who free-
ly supports and nourishes the youth.

Father is the One who gives life and 
calls the youth to follow Jesus and make 
the baptismal seed grow to its completion. 

The prayer for vocations is helping this 
parish group deepen its identity and mis-

sion. Youth is synonymous to a seed eager 
to blossom, life that wants to grow and 
produce fruits of love to share with others. 
As believers they feel the call to bring the 
Good News through proclamation and 
service of charity. They ask themselves: 
“What did I do so far?” and especially: 
“What can I do now?” For the Church’s 
mission, their formation and preparation 
is very important. The youth must listen 
constantly to the Word of God. Like Jesus 
they need to be in an intimate relationship 
with the Father in order to be enlightened 
and strengthened for their vocation. Their 
Christian formation ought to be a voca-
tion formation. Youth need to conform 
their life to Christ. This means that they 
must have Jesus as their model and point 
of reference. 

Prayer for Vocations should find its 
preferential expression in the Eucharistic 
adoration for vocations usually held every 
Thursday. Youth should lead this very im-
portant moment for themselves and for 
the entire parish community. This prayer 
is meant to inspire and support them for 
their different ministries.

The WDPV is a very special event for 
the youth worldwide. Their enthusiasm 
makes them creative in taking many ini-
tiatives. It is very important for youth to 
keep in touch with vocation animators 
coming from different religious orders or 
congregations present in the area. They 
are the real witnesses of their own voca-
tion and point of reference for specific 
vocations.

The annual message of the Pope for 
WDPV can be used as the foundation for 
vocation catechesis throughout the year. 
When youth and vocation animators re-
flect on the Pope’s message on vocations, 
they are better prepared to share the 
message of the Pope with all the parish 
groups, meetings in school’s classrooms, 
and visits in the nearest convalescent 
homes.

The youth group is called to become 
the yeast of the evangelization in their 
own Parish and to promote all around the 
command of the Hearth of Jesus: “Pray 
(Rogate) the Lord of the harvest to send 
workers to his harvest.” 

By Fr. Antonio CArluCCi, rCJ

Youth at the Service of Vocations
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ope Paul VI established the World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations in 1964. 
It expresses the purpose of the 

Church to foster a vocation culture. Also, it 
expresses the charism of the Daughters of 
Divine Zeal who take a special religious 
vow: the Rogate, which is the commitment 
to pray constantly for vocations. The prayer 
of Rogate is much deeper for us, Daughters 
of Divine Zeal and it illumines all aspects 
of our lives and education ministry. For 
this reason we promote a vocation culture 
at St. Elisabeth School in Van Nuys, Cali-
fornia.

Pope Paul VI said at the closing of the 
Vatican II Council: 

To youth, it is to you, young men and 
women of the world, that the council 
wishes to address ... For it is you who 
are to receive the torch from the hands 
of your elders … It is you who, receiving 
the best of the example of the teaching of 
your parents and your teachers, (you) are 
to form the society of tomorrow. 

A Christian education does not merely 
strive for the maturing of a human per-

son… but has as its principal purpose 
this goal: that the baptized… become 
ever more aware of the gift of Faith (cf. 
John 4:23)… also that they develop into 
perfect manhood, to the mature measure 
of the fullness of Christ (cf. Eph. 4:13) 
that they be aware of their calling… (cf. 
Peter 3:15) 

School is a rich milieu for vocation. We, 
the elders, as per passing the torch need to 
educate the youth in Christian Education. 
The youth themselves have the obligation 
to pursue the same Christian Education to 
discover and live their God given vocation.

Human life is essentially a vocation! All 
of us came to this earth with vocation to 
life. The Christian vocation we receive at 
our baptism. Thus, every milestone of hu-
man existence is vocation. It is personal yet 
very much a community quest, a Church 
affair. This is the premise we are incor-
porating to St. Elisabeth School’s religion 
curriculum: what we refer to as “Vocation 
Culture.”

Each class in the school is to promote the 
Vocation Culture by reflecting regularly on 
God’s calling. Scripture readings, prayer 
intentions, songs, and para-liturgies of vo-

cational themes are used by educators. This 
imbuing of vocation themes on students 
aims in arriving to a class where students 
are free and can openly express: “I want 
to become a priest / religious when I grow 
up!” Moreover, it aims for all students and 
teachers included to integrate in every reli-
gion lesson and readily and regularly offer 
the support and encouragements to these 
budding priest and religious. An organiza-
tion club will also be established to gather 
these young aspiring priests and religious.

School-wide vocation-themed religious 
knowledge contests will be conducted 
three times in the school year. The goal of 
this knowledge-bash is to share vocation 
ideas, activities, and insights. It also opens 
opportunities for parents to be involved in 
the building of this Vocation Culture, of-
fering prompts for expansion of this cul-
ture in homes.

“Vocation Culture” is a very exciting and 
promising concept for me as well as for the 
teachers at St. Elisabeth. With God’s bless-
ings we are looking at priests and religious 
from St. Elisabeth in seven to ten years 
from now. I am asking everyone’s support 
in this holy endeavor with your prayers and 
sacrifices. 

By sr. mAritA Astudillo olAngo, Fdz

Vocation Culture in Schools’ Curriculum
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eading the message of Pope Francis 
for the 54th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations, the following words 

called my attention: “I have mentioned 
that, by virtue of baptism, every Christian 
is a “Christopher,” a bearer of Christ, to 
his brothers and sisters…” Our first voca-
tion to be “Christopher” requires our par-
ents’ involvement according to their com-
mitment in the day of their children’s 
baptism.

“You have asked to have your child 
baptized. In doing so you are accepting 
the responsibility of training him/her in 
the practice of the faith. It will be your 
duty to bring him/her up to keep God’s 
commandments as Christ taught us, by 
loving God and our neighbor. Do you 
clearly understand what you are under-
taking?”

In order to become “Christopher” to 
others the role of the parents is fundamen-
tal. I recall for example my own parents 
who took this commitment very seriously, 

teaching me and my brothers and sisters 
with their example to love one another 
and the basic prayers. When I was seven 
they encouraged me to serve at Mass with 
a priest who was considered holy. I believe 
he was the instrument God used to call me 
to the priesthood and religious life.

When I express to my parents my inten-
tion to enter in the seminary, they enthu-
siastically gave their consent. Also when, 
after the ordination I expressed my desire 
to be missionary, they without hesitation 
consented, knowing that I would go far 
away and not be near them as they ex-
pected. 

Pope John Paul II in the Apostolic Ex-
hortation Familiaris Consortio wrote:

“Christian husbands and wives are 
cooperators in grace and witnesses of 
faith for each other, their children, and 
all others in their household. They are 
the first to communicate the faith to 
their children and to educate them by 
word and example for the Christian 
and apostolic life. They prudently help 

them in the choice of their vocation and 
carefully promote any sacred vocation 
which they may discern in them.” (11) 

If we continue to experience a crisis of 
vocations in the Church, part of the re-
sponsibility rests with families. Unfortu-
nately, they encourage their children and 
young people to choose careers based on 
a financial view, without any openness 
to the mystery of one’s life, to God, or to 
one’s own baptism. 

It is important therefore that priests, 
deacons, catechists and all those involved 
in evangelization underline often the role 
of the Christian families for the increase 
of vocations in the church, especially to 
the priesthood and religious life. For this 
purpose the USCCB suggests to include 
Vocations Awareness lesson plans and 
programs at each grade level of religious 
education.

There will be a flourishing of vocations 
again in the Church when families take 
seriously their commitment in the day of 
their childrens’ baptism. 

By Fr. Vito di mArzio, rCJ

Family and the Baptismal Vocation
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he son of Antonia Azarcon and An-
selmo dela Fuente Solis (both de-
ceased), Oscar Solis was born in San 

Jose City, Nueva Ecija, on October 13, 
1953. He has 2 surviving sisters, and a 
brother Fr. Ronald Solis a priest of the 
Opus Dei in Hong Kong. He attended 
grade school at San Jose West Central 
School in San Jose, Nueva Ecija and high 
school at Maria Assumpta Minor Semi-
nary in Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija. He pre-
pared for the priesthood studying philos-
ophy at the Divine Word Seminary in 
Christ the King and in Tagaytay City, and 
theology at the Pontifical Royal Seminary 
of the University of Santo Tomas in Ma-
nila. He also pursued post graduate stud-
ies in Oriental Religions and Culture.

On April 28, 1979, he was ordained a 
priest of the Diocese of Cabanatuan in 
San Jose. Between 1979 and 1984 he held 
a variety of diocesan posts, including rec-
tor of the high school and college semi-
nary, secretary of the priests council, and 
director of vocations. Simultaneously, he 
served at Araullo Lyceum University as 
chaplain and professor from 1980-1984. 

He immigrated to the United States 
in 1984 and served for four years as as-
sociate pastor at Saint Rocco Church in 
Union City, New Jersey in the Diocese of 
Newark. He moved to Louisiana in 1988 
and was incardinated in the Diocese of 
Houma-Thibodaux. He was assigned pas-
tor in Golden Meadow then in St. Joseph 
Co-Cathedral in Thibodaux and held 
several diocesan posts as dean and mem-
ber of the personnel board from 1988 un-
til 2003.

On December 1, 2003, Pope John Paul 
II appointed him titular bishop of Urci 
and was consecrated bishop by Cardinal 
Roger Mahony at the Cathedral of our 
Lady of the Angels on February 10, 2004. 

As Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles, he was the director of the 
Office of Ethnic Ministry and Office of 
Justice and Peace. In 2009, he served as 
the Regional Bishop of the San Pedro Pas-
toral Region. 

He has held several positions with the 
United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops. Currently, he is the Chairperson 
of the Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific 
Affairs and member of the Committee 
on Cultural Diversity. He established the 
National Assembly of Filipino Priests in 
the U.S. on November 2011. Pope Francis 
named him 10th Bishop of the Diocese 
of Salt Lake City in Utah on January 10, 
2017.

By PAmelA selBert
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“Promotion of Vocations is Imperative and has to be Intentional”
Interview with Most Reverend Oscar A. Solis, Bishop of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, Utah
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What is your personal vocation 
experience? Was there anything 
specific that inspired you to answer 
“yes” to the call of the Lord?

My vocation was instilled in my mind by 
my mother at a very early age. She encour-
aged me to be an altar server during my el-
ementary grades. The close association with 
priests in my hometown opened the door for 
more serious consideration to priesthood. It 
brought me joy being in church and regular-
ly serving the parish Masses. I also got more 
inspiration from other sort of role models. 
When I was in grade school and being an al-
tar boy, I met older seminarians. When they 
were in town for vacation, they organized 
some fun activities for us and asked us to 
accompany them in their apostolate. This 
somehow got us excited and slowly molded 
that desire for priesthood. It brought me joy 
and happiness that I looked forward to be-
ing closer to church and to God. Eventually 
after grade school, my mother opened the 
idea of entering the high school seminary 
in my home diocese in Cabanatuan, Nueva 
Ecija. I was blessed with the positive affir-
mation and support of my family in solidi-
fying my desire of becoming a priest.

My seminary formation was full of fun ex-
periences. Seminary life must have suited my 
liking as I enjoyed my life in the seminary 
with all the academic and spiritual chal-
lenges as well as living a life of discipline. I 
was blessed with good friends all along, great 
teachers and professors and other priests 
who I looked up to with admiration and 
helped me in my preparation to be a priest. 

There were many moments of doubts and 
questioning during my formation years. But 
my spiritual directors together with family 
and friends had been a source of support. 
The prayer life in the seminary also was a 
tremendous help during difficult times. 

Formation through those 12 years in the 
seminary was normal with ups and downs, 
joy, sadness; challenges and difficulties only 
to later find out these helped mold my char-
acter and prepared me for my priestly life and 
ministry. I felt so blessed to have met so many 
people who had made a positive impact in my 
seminary life and made a big difference in 
shaping my conviction to be a priest. 

Can you share with us something 
about your diocese?

The Diocese of Salt Lake City covers the 
entire state of Utah which has an estimated 
population of 3 million and the home base 
of the Mormons, the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. The diocese is quite 
small – only 300,000 Catholics which is 
only 10 percent of the population of the state 
and 60-70% are Hispanic. There are only 46 
churches and missions, 16 Catholic schools 
scattered in 85,000 square miles, with about 
71 priests, few women religious and about 80 
permanent deacons. 

What are the most pressing challenges 
facing the Catholic Church in 
the diocese of Salt Lake City?

The number of priests, women and men 
religious and vocations is one of the most 
pressing challenges of our local church. With 
few priests, we rely on the presence and help 
of international priests to address this imme-
diate need. But we need help to prepare them 
to face a different culture context of ministry. 

We are experiencing a season of spring-
time with the growing number of Catholic 
population, many are Hispanics. Slowly, the 
realization becomes obvious, we also need 
ministers who are bi-lingual with proficiency 
in the Spanish language in order to provide 
pastoral outreach to the increasing number 
of Catholic immigrants. In as much as we 
need priests, our priests should be prepared 
to serve culturally diverse congregations. 

The vast state also poses a challenge to us. 
Parishes are quite a distance apart and few of 
these have several missions to provide pasto-
ral outreach. Most of our parishes have only 
a pastor or administrator and they do their 
ministry alone. So, we are strengthening 
our efforts to promote more vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life complimented 
with the strong formation of lay ecclesial 
ministers who can become our able partners 
in the mission of evangelization. 

What is the contribution of the re-
ligious communities of women and 
men serving in your diocese?

The first pastor, Fr. Scanlan who became 

the first Bishop when it was established as a 
diocese in the early 1900 brought in women 
and men religious communities who built 
the various Catholic institutions and min-
istries in the state – schools, hospitals, etc. 
The Congregation of the Holy Cross sisters 
was somehow the pioneers. Today, our dio-
cese still benefits from the presence and col-
laborative partnership in ministry of the few 
remaining religious communities. However, 
their numbers might have dwindled in time 
and are now are very few, but the few who are 
with us still continues to serve in their best 
capacity. It is my hope that I will be able to 
invite more religious communities of women 
and men to come and consider to help us in 
our mission in the Diocese of Salt Lake City.

What can you say about diocesan 
vocations and religious vocations?

I always see the importance of diocesan 
and religious vocations as complimentary 
and strong partners and not competitors in 
our common mission. We heard it often that 
“the harvest is great but the laborers are few.” 
They are essential component of our faith 
life. Without priests, there will be no Holy 
Eucharist and ministers who serve the spiri-
tual and moral needs of God’s people. So, all 
my life as a priest and as a bishop, I make 
an extra effort to promote vocations to the 
priesthood, whether diocesan or religious or 
consecrated life. I encourage everyone in all 
our parish communities to emphasize the 
awareness and need for vocations. 

Is there a diocesan vocation center?

We don’t have a diocesan vocation center 
but have a diocesan Office of Vocation with 
a diocesan priest and a permanent deacon as 
co-directors who will head a diocesan voca-
tion council. We are also forming a diocesan 
vocation structure where every deanery will 
have a vocation director who will work with 
every parish vocation team. 

What is your opinion about the 
promotion of vocations today?

Promotion of vocations is imperative if 
we want more priests and women and men 
religious or in consecrated life. It has to be 
intentional, with a concrete plan of action 
and a defined director or people in charge 



1. INTRODUCTION
From the Pope’s message for the 54th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations: All Christians are called to be missionaries of the 
Gospel! As disciples, we do not receive the gift of God’s love for 
our personal consolation, nor are we called to promote ourselves, 
or a business concern. We are simply men and women touched 
and transformed by the joy of God’s love, who cannot keep this 
experience just to ourselves. Brothers and sisters, let us offer this 
holy hour to thank God for all the men and women who have 
accepted the mission of Jesus to bring the good news to the world, 
and ask for the grace that we, too, may joyfully and faithfully 
respond to this mission.

2. EXPOSITION
O salutaris Hostia quae coeli pandis ostium; Bella premunt hostilia 

da roburm, fer auxilium. Uni trinoque Domino sit sempiterna 
gloria, Qui vitam sine termino nobis donet in patria. Amen.

3. ADORATION
V. O sacrament most holy, O sacrament divine,
R. All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment thine.
We praise you, Lord Jesus, today and always. 
We are still full of joy for having celebrated your resurrection. 
You are risen, you live, you appeared to the women and then 
the Apostles. You walked with the two disciples of Emmaus and 
became known in the breaking of the bread. 
You showed Thomas your hands and feet, and the wound on your side. 
You are the one who deserves our profession of faith: 
“My Lord and my God!” 
Truly you are Jesus, our Risen Lord, who lives even today in the 
midst of your people.
All: May you be blessed and praised, Lord Jesus.
 May you be blessed and praised, O Risen Lord.  
 May you be blessed and praised, my Lord and my God.

4. SONG
Song suggestions:  Laudate omnes gentes (Taizé)
  Center of My Life (Inwood)

5. SCRIPTURE READING
Choose one of the readings from daily Mass or from the following list:
John 6:53-58   True food and true drink
Romans 12:9-18  Mutual love
2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Integrity in the ministry
Ephesians 4:11-16  Diversity of gifts

6. HOMILY/SHARED REFLECTION

7. SILENCE

8. HOLY ROSARY
Rosary Mysteries with vocation intentions are found at the end of 
this section. 
The following invocation may be said after each decade:
V.  O Mary, Mother of the Church,
R.  Pray for us and obtain for us many and holy vocations.

9. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
A litany for vocations found at the end of this section may be said 
instead.
Lord Jesus Christ, sent by the Father, you were the first missionary. 
We thank you for inviting us to take part in Mission, the “holiest 
duty of the Church.” We thank you for our Baptism, which gives 
us a share in your very own life. We thank you for the Eucharist 
in which you give us yourself as food to nourish and sustain us. 
We thank you for the gift of Confirmation, when we become 
committed witnesses to your love and your truth. Help us, Lord, 
to be your missionary wherever we are. Teach us to see you in all 
our brothers and sisters on this earth, regardless of race, creed 
or color. Help us to live our lives in such a way that all our words 
and actions will proclaim you as Christ, the Lord. Bless in a 
special way those missionaries who have given their lives to you, 
those who serve you in difficult and often dangerous situations. 
Keep them safe, happy, holy, and enthusiastic as they spread the 
Good News to the ends of the earth. Amen.

10. BENEDICTION
Tantum ergo Sacramentum veneremur cernui:
Et antiquum documentum novo cedat ritui:
Praestet fides supplementum sensuum defectui.
Genitori, Genitoque laus et jubilatio,
Salus, honor, virtus quoque sit et benedictio:
Procedenti ab utroque compar sit laudatio. Amen.
V.  You have given them bread from heaven,
R.  Having all sweetness within it.
Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, you gave us the Eucharist 
as the memorial of your suffering and death. May our worship of this 
sacrament of your body and blood help us to experience the salvation 
you won for us and the peace of the kingdom where you live with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

11. REPOSITION
Blessed be God. Blessed be his Holy Name. 
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man. 
Blessed be the Name of Jesus. 
Blessed be his most Sacred Heart. 
Blessed be his most Precious Blood. 
Blessed be Jesus in the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete. 
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy. 
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception. 
Blessed be her glorious Assumption. 
Blessed be the name of Mary, virgin and mother. 
Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse. 
Blessed be God in his Angels and in his Saints. 
May the Heart of Jesus in the most blessed Sacrament 
be praised, adored and loved with grateful affection 
at every moment, in all the tabernacles of the world, 
even to the end of time. Amen.

12. FINAL HYMN
Song suggestion:  Jubilate, Servite (Taizé)
  God Has Chosen Me (Farrell)
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1. INTRODUCTION
From the Pope’s message for the 54th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations: To be a missionary disciple means to share actively in 
the mission of Christ. Jesus himself described that mission in the 
synagogue of Nazareth in these words: “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” ( Lk 4:18-19). This is also 
our mission: to be anointed by the Spirit, and to go out to our 
brothers and sisters in order to proclaim the word and to be for 
them a means of salvation.

2. EXPOSITION   Another Eucharistic hymn may be sung
O saving Victim, open wide. The gate of heaven to us below; Our 
foes press on from every side; Your aid supply; Your strength 
bestow. To your great Name be endless praise; Immortal Godhead, 
One in Three; Grant us, for endless length of days, In our true 
native land to be. Amen.

3. ADORATION
How wonderful is your presence, Lord Jesus, in the midst of your 
Church, the great family who loves you! 
All:  Be praised and be glorified forever, O Lord! 
Happy are those who have the joy of seeing you, 
the security of having you near, the privilege to be called by you, 
O Risen Lord. 
All:  Be praised and be glorified forever, O Lord! 
Blessed are those who found in you the Way that leads us to our 
desired destination, the Truth about the project of our God, the 
Life that only you can give to the world. 
All:  Be praised and be glorified forever, O Lord! 
Great and wonderful are you, Lord Jesus, you who became the 
humblest servant of all! 
All:  Be praised and be glorified forever, O Lord! 

4. SONG`
Song suggestions:  Confitemini Domino (Taizé)
  Tui amoris ignem (Taizé)
  We Praise You (Balhoff, Ducote)

5. SCRIPTURE READING
Choose one of the readings from daily Mass or from the following list:
Romans 12:4-8 Many parts in one body
Titus 2:11-15 Transformation of life
Luke 9:11b-17  The Feeding of the Five Thousand
John 6:24-35 The Bread of Life

6. HOMILY/SHARED REFLECTION

7. SILENCE

8. HOLY ROSARY
Rosary Mysteries with vocation intentions are found at the end of 
this section. 

9. INTERCESSION FOR VOCATIONS
Blessed be God our Savior, who promised to remain with his 
Church all days, until the end of the world. Let us give him thanks 
and call out:
R.  Master of the Harvest, have mercy on us.
That seated at the right hand of His Father in heaven, the Lord 
will generously share his Spirit of wisdom with all those now 
discerning their vocation and open the eyes of their hearts in 
faithfulness, we pray to the Lord.
That all Catholic mothers will draw close to Mary and nurture 
openness to the Holy Spirit in the Lord’s call to their children, 
especially should he honor them with vocations to the priesthood 
or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord. 
That Catholic fathers will foster vocation awareness among their 
children, knowing that they will be helping to reveal the Heavenly 
Father’s love by their prayer, guidance and example, we pray to 
the Lord.
That all Catholics will adore the great gift of the Holy Eucharist 
given to them by Jesus Christ at the hands of his priests and that 
those chosen to nourish his body as priests and in the consecrated 
life will inspire many more to follow him, we pray to the Lord.
That among our young people, there may be a growing conviction that 
they are loved by our Heavenly Father and that Jesus will manifest 
himself to them through their vocations, we pray to the Lord.

(other intentions may be added)
And now let us offer the prayer Christ himself has given us 
as the model for all prayer: Our Father…

10. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Lord God, we pray for our brothers and sisters who have 
responded yes to your call to the priesthood, consecrated life 
and the missions. Renew their strength and enthusiasm from 
day to day that they may become living Gospels. Merciful and 
Holy Lord, continue sending new workers into the harvest of your 
Kingdom! Help those whom you called to follow you in this our 
time. Contemplating your face, may they respond with joy to the 
wonderful mission that you have entrusted to them for the sake 
of your Church and of all the peoples of the earth. Grant this 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

11. BENEDICTION
Down in adoration falling, this great Sacrament we hail.
Over ancient forms of worship newer rites of grace prevail.
Faith will tell us Christ is present when our human senses fail.
To the everlasting Father and the Son who made us free,
And the Spirit, God proceeding from them each eternally,
Be salvation, honor, blessing, might and endless majesty. Amen.
V.  You have given them bread from heaven,
R.  Having all sweetness within it.
Let us pray. Lord our God, you have given us the true Bread from 
Heaven. In the strength of this food may we live always by your 
life and rise in glory on the last day. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

12. REPOSITION
(Same as in Holy Hour 1)
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1. INTRODUCTION
“Pray the Lord of the harvest to send out workers.” This means 
that we cannot simply “produce” vocations; they must come from 
God. Unlike other professions, we cannot simply recruit people 
by using the right kind of publicity or the correct type of strategy. 
The call which comes from the heart of God must always find its 
way into the heart of man and woman. And yet, precisely so that 
it may reach into their hearts, our cooperation is needed. To pray 
the Lord of the harvest means above all to ask him for this, to stir 
his heart and say: “Please do this! Raise up workers! Enkindle in 
them enthusiasm and joy for the Gospel! Make them understand 
that this is a treasure greater than any other, and that whoever has 
discovered it, must hand it on!”
Brothers and sisters, let us, as a people of prayer, ask the Lord of 
the Harvest to stir our hearts so that, together with him, we will 
touch the hearts of others.

2. EXPOSITION   (Adoro te devote-St. Thomas Aquinas)
God, with hidden majesty, lies in presence here, I, with deep 
devotion, my true God revere: Whom this outward shape and 
form secretly contains, Christ in his divinity manhood still 
retains. All my other senses cannot now perceive, But my hearing, 
taught by faith, always will believe: I accept whatever God the Son 
has said: Those who hear the word of God, by the truth are fed. 
Blest reminder of the death suffered for mankind, Sacrament of 
living bread, health to every mind, Let my soul approach you, 
live within your grace, Let me taste the perfect joys time shall not 
efface. Amen.

Another Eucharistic hymn may be sung.

3. ADORATION
Lord Jesus Christ, you have loved us, and in your blood 
you have washed away our sins. To you we cry out:
R.  Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place our trust in you!
Be our hope in the hour of bitterness. 
Be our hope in the hour of moral exhaustion.
R.  Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place our trust in you!
Be our hope in the hour of weariness.
Be our hope when conscience seems to forget grave duties.
R.  Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place our trust in you!
Be our hope in the hour of great frailty and lamentable falls.
Be our hope in the hour of doubts and dangerous illusions.
R.  Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place our trust in you!
O Jesus, only Love of our life, supreme Love of our loves, 
we place, once for all, our existence and our tribulations as well as 
the assured hope of a promised Heaven in your Heart, the source 
of infinite mercy!
R.  Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place our trust in you

4. SONG
Song suggestions: Lord Jesus Christ (Taizé)
  O God, You Search Me (Farrell)

5. SCRIPTURE READING
Choose one of the readings from daily Mass or from the following list:
 Luke 24:44-49   You are witnesses of these things

John 6:1-15   Multiplication of the loaves
2 Corinthians 5:14-20 Ambassadors for Christ
Ephesians 4:1-6  Unity in the Body

6. HOMILY/SHARED REFLECTION

7. SILENCE

8. HOLY ROSARY
Rosary Mysteries with vocation intentions are found at the end of 
this section. 

9. INTERCESSIONS
My brothers and sisters, the Lord Jesus came that we might have 
life and have it abundantly. Relying on his words, let us ask him:
R.  Send workers into your harvest, O Lord.
For those in consecrated life: may God grant them the grace to 
never lose the experience of their first love, the experience of 
being loved and chosen by God. Let us pray to the Lord.
For young people who feel the Lord’s call to follow him: may they 
have the strength to say yes with all their lives and throughout all 
their lives in answer to this call. Let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are experiencing some vocational crisis: may the 
Lord grant them the strength and the perseverance to finish the 
good work that he has begun in them. Let us pray to the Lord. 
For a deeper faith, hope and love among all Christians in Jesus, 
the Way, the Truth and the Life and especially among those 
he is calling to do the works that he does as a priest, deacon or 
consecrated religious, let us pray to the Lord.

(other petitions may be added)
With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, let us offer our 
prayer to the Father: Our Father…

10. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
O Jesus, Lord of the Harvest, behold us kneeling before your 
Eucharistic presence. The harvest indeed is great, but the workers 
are few. Send, therefore, workers into your harvest. Speak anew to 
the youth your loving invitation, “Come follow me.” Encourage 
them with the words so often spoken to the apostles: “Fear not.” 
Place in their hearts a spark of that fire of lovewhich you came 
to cast upon the earth. Grant that it may be enkindled into a 
flaming torch that will enable them to enlighten and fulfill your 
last command: “Go into the whole world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” Amen.

11. BENEDICTION     (Eucharistic Hymn)
V.  You have given them bread from heaven,
R.  Having all sweetness within it.
Let us pray. Lord our God, in this great sacrament, we come 
into the presence of Jesus Christ, your Son, born of the Virgin 
Mary and crucified for our salvation. May we who declare our 
faith in this fountain of love and mercy drink from it the water 
of everlasting life. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

12. REPOSITION
(Same as in Holy Hour 1)
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Choose any of the following “vocation” mysteries:
1. The Annunciation of God’s Plan to Mary 
We pray for all future priests and religious now being formed in 
the wombs of their mothers, that they may be safe from physical 
and spiritual harm, and come to Life as God intends. 
2. The Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth 
We pray especially for priests and religious who bring Holy 
Communion to the sick, the shut-ins, and Viaticum to the dying, 
and for all who minister to the sick in other ways, who counsel, 
comfort, and console them. 
3. The Presentation in the Temple
We pray for all priests and religious who, like Simon, have given 
us decades of faithful service. May they may be rewarded for their 
generosity and self-sacrifice. 
4. The Baptism of the Lord
We pray that priests and religious will be obedient to the teaching 
magisterium of the Church, our Holy Father, and the bishops in 
communion with Him. We also pray for all who teach the Faith 
to children and adults. 
5. The Wedding at Cana
We pray that all married couples may live holy lives committed 
to the Lord and raise their children to do whatever he tells them.
6. The Scourging at the Pillar
We pray for priests and religious who are persecuted, physically 
or mentally abused; those who are imprisoned or prevented from 
serving the Lord. We also pray for all leaders to resist temptations to 
compromise their faith in the face of cultural and social pressures. 
7. The Carrying of the Cross
We pray for priests and religious with heavy crosses; those who 
are weak, lonely, or have fallen from God’s grace in some way.
8. The Ascension of the Lord
We pray for priests and religious who carry out Jesus’ instructions 
to evangelize the whole world, instructing and baptizing countless 
souls, and for missionaries who live lives of utter poverty and 
deprivation to bring the Gospel to all the people. 
9. The Descent of the Holy Spirit
We pray for priests and religious to be open to the graces of the 
Holy Spirit, to strengthen them for the task of bringing souls to 
God and God to souls. May they be on fire to convert the most 
hardened sinners, and to bring God’s love to the whole world.
10. The Assumption of Mary
We pray that priests and religious will be devoted to Mary, and 
find in her the love and comfort of a mother, the most powerful 
intercession of our greatest Saint, and the surest refuge against 
Satan and his cohorts who seek destruction of their service.

LITANY FOR VOCATIONS 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
God the Father of heaven, have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, pray for us.

Holy Mother of God pray for us.
Holy Virgin of Virgins pray for us.
St. Michael, leader of the heavenly host, pray for us.
St. Gabriel, messenger of God’s divine plan, pray for us.
St. Raphael, companion of the journey, pray for us.
All you holy Angels and Archangels, pray for us.
St. Joseph, protector of the Holy Church, pray for us.
St. John Vianney, patron of parish priests, pray for us.
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, patron of youth, pray for us.
St. Alphonsus Liguori, patron of vocations, pray for us.
St. Charles Borromeo, patron of seminarians, pray for us.
St. John Berchmans, patron of altar servers, pray for us.
St. Maria Goretti, patron of teenagers, pray for us.
Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati, patron of World Youth Day, pray for us. 

(other saints may be added)
All you holy men and women, pray for us.
To the following invocations, please respond:
“Send workers to your harvest, O Lord.”
Through your mercy, 
Through Your kindness,
Through the fervent prayers and sacrifices of Your people, 
Through the power of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
Through the intercession of all the Saints and Angels,
Through the sanctification of the family,
Through parents being generously open to life, 
Through the example of priests and religious striving for holiness,
Through a renewed sense of fidelity to our Catholic Faith,
To the following invocations, please respond:
“O Lord of the harvest, graciously hear us”.
That young people might seek to live the truth of Christ, 
That young people might seek God’s will for them in their lives, 
That young people might hear the call to give their lives 
for the mission of the Church,
That all priests and religious might be renewed 
in the spirit of the new evangelization,
That Bishops might be strengthened 
to be courageous shepherds,
That we may always zealously pray for and promote vocations,
That those who are being called to be priests 
and religious might respond generously, 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world:
spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world:
graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us.
The harvest is great but the laborers are few. 
Send out laborers into your harvest, Lord.
Let us pray. 
O God, who chose the Apostles to make disciples of all nations 
and who by Baptism and Confirmation has called us to build 
up your holy Church, we implore you to choose among us, your 
children, many priests and religious who will love you with their 
whole heart and will gladly spend their entire lives making you 
known and loved by all. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 
By Fr. Peter Quinto, rCJ
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responsible for its serious implementation. 
We cannot take this lightly if we expect 
more priests and nuns.

I also noticed some change going on 
where a growing number of younger men 
and women are considering vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life earlier. As a for-
mer formation director, I still see the value 
of planting the seed of vocation at a younger 
age. I believe that the idea of vocations, its 
promotions and even awareness about it 
should be offered as early as in grade school 
and in high school. It will be advantageous 
to start building on this foundation, nurtur-
ing and nourishing it through prayer, further 
encouragement and support so prospective 
candidates will be given all the necessary 
help to mold, incline form their decisions.

How can we remain faithful 
to our vocation in life?

Speaking of my own personal experience, 
prayer is the essential foundation of our vo-
cation in life. If you want to remain faithful, 
pray and do it constantly. I am convinced fi-
delity to prayer life, the humble and constant 
dependence on God’s grace are necessary 
elements to faithfulness to our vocation. 
Without God’s strong presence in our life, 
we can do nothing much. I find this helpful 
in keeping me focused on my identity and 
mission as a priest. If I may add, my special 
devotion to the Blessed Mary continues to be 
my source of help, guidance and inspiration 
ever since I entered the seminary. 

Somehow, we have to realize that we need 
to help ourselves to become faithful to our 
vocation through continuing formation, fel-
lowship with our brother priests, religious 
and lay friends, and also living a balance life 
of prayer, work and recreation. 

Furthermore, I also suggest or recommend 
we try to always develop a positive perspec-
tive about our vocation - that it is a ministry 
more than work or a task, that it is not about 
ourselves but about the mission of God and 
the people we serve. Somehow, knowing who 
I am and what I like to do gives me deeper 
joy, happiness, contentment and conviction 
of living and remaining faithful to my priest-
ly vocation. It’s worth a try and maybe this 
might work in your life as well. 
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or many Catholics, our life of faith 
began during a moment that we our-
selves do not remember. We were 

surrounded by family and friends who 
loved us and by a priest or deacon who 
baptized us in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And from 
that moment on, our life was placed in the 
hands of God and our journey of faith be-
gan to unfold. As we look back as adults 
on that faith life, we see it filled with its 
ups and downs, curves to the left and right 
and even backtracking and going in cir-
cles. But ultimately, as we read this, as a 
happily married husband or wife, as a pro-
fessed religious devoted to the Church, as 
a priest serving his parish community, or 
as a single person committed to God, the 
beginning was all the same – we were all 
baptized in Christ.

The start of a journey

As a priest for almost six years now, I 
have partaken in numerous baptisms. 
And with each of these blessed moments, 
the question of what will happen to them 
when they grow up is always a point of 
thought. In my baptismal homily, I always 
remind those that are present, especially 
the parents and Godparents, that they are 
witnesses to the baptism. What that means 
is their job does not end with the celebra-
tions of today, but continues throughout 
their life. Their duty is to journey with this 
child in their life of faith. 

Twice during the baptismal rite, the 
parents and Godparents are asked about 
this responsibility. The first happens at the 
beginning of the rite before we even en-
ter into the Church. The parents are told 
that it is their duty to bring the child up 
to “keep God’s commandments as Christ 
taught us, by loving God and our neigh-
bor.” They are then asked if they under-
stand this task and the Godparents are 
asked if they are ready to help the parents 
in this duty. Then, right before the bap-
tism takes place, they are once again asked 
if their faith makes them ready to accept 
the responsibility to “bring the child up in 
the practice of the faith. See that the di-

vine life which God gives him (her) is kept 
safe from the poison of sin, to grow always 
stronger in his (her) heart.” This duty of 
the parents and Godparents is a powerful 
one. One that is being entrusted to them 
and which they are promising to fulfill. 

Sharing the faith and love of God

For parents and Godparents, their in-
fluence in the vocational life of their child 
and Godchild will be dependent on what 
they do to help them receive and accept the 
love of God. Teaching the child to speak 
to God in prayer, the importance of Mass 
and the Eucharist, and helping the child 
deepen their relationship are just some of 
the experiences that will help them along 
their journey. Ultimately, they need to un-

derstand who God is, what God has done 
for them, and what God will continue to 
do throughout all time. When this is not 
only just understood, but believed, then it 
will transform the child’s life so that they 
can live up to being created in the image 
and likeness of God and they can share 
God’s goodness and love with others.

To allow this to happen, parents and 
Godparents have a primary role of model-
ing that to the child. Through their own 
life, especially through their own voca-
tion, as they share God’s love with oth-
ers, the child should be able to see Christ 
working through them and be moved 
to do something similar as they discern 
their own vocation. Seeing a husband who 
is devoted and dedicated to his wife in 

humble service is inspirational to a young 
man who may be called to follow as a hus-
band one day, but also inspires that young 
man to the vocation of priesthood in be-
ing devoted and dedicated to the Church 
in humble service. Likewise a wife who 
is devoted and dedicated to her husband 
in humble service is an inspiration to a 
young woman for both the vocation to 
marriage and religious life. It is about be-
ing a witness to God’s love and allowing 
that witness to move the hearts of others 
to do the same. 

Be the Light of Christ

During the Easter Vigil Celebration, 
one of the powerful symbols is the Paschal 
Candle as the Light of Christ penetrates 
the darkness. This light is received at bap-
tism so that child may always walk “as a 
child of the light” and so that “he (she) 
[may] keep the flame of faith alive in his 
(her) heart.” This light never burns out. 
It may sometimes seem dim as our lives 
take us off the path that God has set before 
us, but it is never extinguished. Our voca-
tional journey is about allowing this light 
to always shine in all that we do and in 
whatever vocation God has set before us. 

Our light shines brightly every time we 
imitate the life of Christ and the power of 
this light does not just affect those in our 
immediately vicinity, but this light shines 
on all those around us. In the same way 
that the single flame of the Paschal Candle 
was shared to the congregation that gath-
ered in darkness and ended up illuminat-
ing the church, so too do we light up the 
entire world as we discover our vocation 
as priest, religious, husband and wife 
or single, and live it out. May what has 
started in our baptism in receiving Christ 
come to its fruition as we bring Christ to 
others. 

By Fr. miChAel PeruCho

FR. MICHAEL PERUCHO

Serves as pastor of Our Lady of Peace 
Parish in North Hills, CA and as the 
San Fernando Regional Vocation 
Coordinator. He holds a Masters in 
Education, a Masters in Divinity and 
a Master of Arts in Moral Theology.

“We were all 
baptized in 

Christ.”
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he Poor Clare Missionary Sisters of 
the Blessed Sacrament are involved in 
the education of young people start-

ing with pre-school. Our Blessed Found-
ress, Mother Maria Ines Teresa, would say: 
“We are blessed to work in the field of edu-
cation with very young children because, 
working with little ones, gives us the op-
portunity to plant the vocational seed in 
their young mind and heart.” In addition, 
another apostolate we have in Gardena, 
California, is to help young women prepare 
for their Quinceañera Celebration. Among 
other topics, the sisters in charge of this 
preparation talk about the religious life as 
one of the girls’ options as a way of life. 

We also participate in the various activi-
ties organized throughout the archdiocese 
of Los Angeles. For instance, our congre-
gation participated in the “Family Voca-
tion Day.” Together with other religious 
communities, we promoted vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life. At this 
event, entire families attended. Parents and 
children became more aware of the impor-
tance of promoting religious life within 
their family. In the designs of God, every 
person is called to grow, as all life is a voca-
tion. Right from birth, everyone has been 
given a gift of an ensemble of aptitudes and 
qualities, which, like a seed, must grow and 
bear fruit.

As part of our spiritual family we have 
a lay missionary group called VanClar 
that comes to our facilities once a week 
to for in-depth learning about our spiri-
tuality. They also receive formation on 
how to be true witness of Christ, first with 
and within their families, and also in the 
world through the environment in which 
they work and study, as well as in their 
neighborhoods.

In our Southern California local reli-
gious houses, we organize vocational fairs, 
for young ladies, and invite them to par-
ticipate in them. We hold various activities 
such as: Group dynamics, games and espe-
cially reflection times and prayer. Through 
these, we introduce to them our way of 
living. We also attend different activities 
organized by Catholic High Schools in the 
area, to promote vocations to the religious 
life. With the desired that young people 
will discover their vocation our Institute 
has a “Come and See” experience where 
they come and stay in our convent for the 
weekend. This gives young people the op-
portunity to get involved in the different 
forms of the apostolate; also, we help them 
to discern their vocation through personal 
interviews and invite them to come to ad-
oration, as prayer is a powerful tool. The 
heart of the young is like soft clay ready to 
be mold for life.

Another way is to encourage them to 
volunteer, seeing the needs of others help 
them to get in touch with Christ himself. 
We consider as another important way of 
promoting religious vocations, to wear our 
religious habit. I feel blessed and honored 
to wear it every day, as it is a sign to others. 
When young people see us, we pray that 
they see not us, but the presence of Jesus in 
the world. 

By sr. yAnory zúñigA

Vocations Director’s Corner

“Come and See”
Fostering Vocations by 
Words and Deeds
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or a better understanding of the mean-
ing of this biblical column, I would 
like to suggest a preliminary approach 

on how to read the Scriptures. When we read 
the Scriptures “as believers” we must know 
how to answer three basic questions: 

1. What did the literary author mean 
to express to the readers of his time 
through the biblical text? 

2. What theological messages are con-
tained in the biblical text? 

3. What does God want to tell me about 
my life through this biblical text? 

These are three questions that allow us to 
respect the historical and literary dimension 
of the texts and at the same time to actualize 
the message in view of its existential applica-
tion.

The first vocational figure that we will 
consider is St. Joseph, the protagonist of 
the birth of Jesus, together with the Virgin 
Mary, his wife (cf. Mt 1:2; Luke 1:2). In re-
cent decades biblical research has deepened 
the historical and cultural background of 
the Gospel accounts, highlighting the rich-
ness and greatness of this ‘patriarchal’ fig-
ure, who is a bridge between the blessed ori-
gin of the chosen people and the fulfillment 
of the messianic promises of God. Therefore 
we follow the Gospel accounts, letting our-
selves be guided by the testimony of the one 
whom God chose to place at the head of the 
Holy Family. In this way we will try to cap-
ture the most relevant theological, and pas-
toral aspects, which can be actualized in our 
Christian life.

St. Joseph’s Family 
Life Prefiguration

We cannot properly understand the theo-

logical significance of St. Joseph if we do not 
go back to the prefiguration of his existential 
and family history, anticipated in the story 
of the son of Jacob and Rachel (cf. the narra-
tive cycle of Gen 37:50). The Hebrew name of 
Joseph according to Genesis 2: 30-4 means 
“God adds,” and recalls the hope of Rachel, 
for his eldest son’s birth: “The Lord shall add 
to me another son.” This etymology is to 
be interpreted along the lines of the Divine 
Providence, which never fails to intervene in 
the lives of those who are righteous and who 
know to stay faithful to the will of Heaven. 

It is in this logic of faith that we should 
read the story of the betrayed brother, sold 
and forgotten among the sons of Jacob (Cf. 
Gen. 37). With a change of fate, he became 
vizier of Pharaoh (Cf. Gen. 39:41); Joseph re-
nounces revenge on his enemies and forgives 
his brothers, lifting them from poverty and 
the evil done. God made him grow in trails 
and the righteous Joseph reread his existen-
tial story discovering the active presence of 
God, expressed in a special “blessing” (Cf. 
Gen. 49:25-26). From the first patriarch 
Abraham, the blessing of salvation culmi-

By Fr. giusePPe de Virgilio, Ph.d.

Joseph, the Man of Silence
The Constant Desire to Live God’s Plan
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nates with the last patriarch Joseph, who 
experiences the almighty protection from 
famine and death, injustice and above all 
from the desire for revenge, In Joseph we 
must read the profound message of fam-
ily, brotherhood and fertility, the constant 
desire to live God’s plan.

Husband and Father

The focus on the figure of St. Joseph 
above all comprises two stories of the ori-
gin of Jesus: Mt 1-2 and Lk 1-2. In Matthew 
13:55 Jesus is presented as the “carpen-
ter’s son” (cf. Lk 3:23; 4:22; Jn 1.45; 6.42), 
while in Mc 6.3 Jesus himself is called 
“carpenter.” Several authors consider the 
Matthean page of the birth of the Lord 
(Mt 1, 18-25) as the story of “Joseph’s vo-
cation,” in the same way that the Annun-
ciation in Luke 1, 26-38 is considered the 
“vocation of the Virgin Mary.” According 
to Matthew 1:16, Joseph is the last link of 
the genealogy of the Lord and is not des-
ignated as “the one who procreates” but as 
“the husband of Mary.” The emphasis is 
given to the legal status of the offspring, 
which shows Jesus as “son of David, [and} 
son of Abraham” (Mt 1,1; cf. 1:20; Lk 1:27). 
Joseph loves with a husband’s heart and 
therefore spends a night of distress re-
membering the angel’s reassuring words 
in his dream: “Fear not to take Mary your 
wife into your home” (v. 20). Joseph’s 
spousal relationship is not based on pos-
sessiveness or entitlement but on his pa-
ternity. He knows that his God “gives in 
abundance”: he believes in the providen-
tial power of Heaven. Matthew’s gospel 
narrates the stressful moments during the 
night in which lies all the strength of Jo-
seph’s fatherhood. When God enters his-
tory as man he does not destroy his fam-
ily, but turns it into a “greater mystery of 
love.” Joseph’s family is distinguished by 
a name: Emmanuel. Joseph is called in 
faith to say “yes” to God who is “with his 
people” (Mt 1.22 to 24). It is a way of being 
different from the patriarchal model of a 
father as a master: Joseph is father “as God 
wants,” because he is blessed forever.

He is Just

Another quality that furthers our 
knowledge of the figure of St. Joseph is to 

define his behavior in the context of the 
trial: “He was a righteous man and, un-
willing to expose her to shame, decided to 
divorce her quietly” (Mt 1:19). From the 
Gospel’s context, we can assume the pres-
ence of different models of justice: there is 
a formal and self-righteous justice (cf. Mt 
5:20), there is a justice of the law and there 
is a justice made by men. Which of these 
marks the act of Joseph? It will be the 
mission of Jesus throughout the Gospel 
narrative to give an answer of the “justice 
of the Kingdom of God” (cf. Mt 3:15; 6:33; 
21:32). Joseph’s justice consists in relying 
on the project of the Omnipotent: like the 
Virgin Mary who says, “Here I am,” also 
Joseph says, “Here I am” in obedience to 
a bigger ‘project,’ which could have not 
been done according to the law. For this 
reason, he is the first recipient of the “be-
atitude of righteousness” (cf. Mt 5,6.10) 
and pays with the persecution and the 
exodus of his family from their homeland 
(cf. Mt 2.13 to 15).

Man of silence

In the few passages of the Gospel that 
involve Joseph: the flight into Egypt (Mt 
2.13 to 15), the return to Nazareth (Mt 
2.19 to 23), the Presentation in the Tem-
ple (Lk 2.22 to 39), the loss and the child 
found in the temple of Jerusalem (Lk 
2.41 to 52), the character of his presence 
is silence. Next to the Virgin Mother, the 
paternal care of the family, with its con-
cerns and its labors, Joseph experiences 
in a silent way but altogether deeply. He 
works as a carpenter; he has chosen to 
live in a simple way; has contemplated the 
messianic mystery of Jesus; and has given 
him, together with Mary, their affection 
and necessary presence. Joseph, man of 
silence; it is a message that goes beyond 
words because what counts is the testi-
mony of life. 
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o, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations…. And behold, I 
am with you always, until the 

end of the age” (Mt 28:18–20).

People often ask me what they should do 
in a time of discernment. There is a variety 
of things that are helpful at such a time: 
praying, finding a spiritual director, visit-
ing communities, spending time in ser-
vice and volunteer work. Fundamentally, 
though, the two main keys to discernment 
are found in Jesus’ words at the end of the 
Gospel of Matthew: “All power in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all na-
tions….And behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the age” (Mt 28:18–20).

These words of Jesus show us that 
in a time of discernment, and indeed, 
throughout our lives, we must enter into 
the life and mission of Christ himself. We 
do this in two ways. First, we enter into 
the life of Christ through our own life of 
prayer, contemplation, and participation 
in the sacraments; that is, by allowing 
Christ to “be with us always, until the end 
of the age.” Second, we do this by entering 
into Christ’s mission, by doing everything 
we can to “make disciples of all nations.” 
Life and mission—prayer and work—be-
come two paths to the one goal of letting 
Christ live in us.

So we’re called at all times, but especial-
ly in a time of discernment, to let Christ 
live in us through our own life of prayer 
and life of mission. But how exactly do 
we do this? Let’s look first at entering 
into Christ’s mission. We know that Jesus 
came to earth to reveal the Father to all 
people. The deepest desire of Jesus’ heart 
is that everyone—truly, everyone—would 
know how much and how deeply they are 
loved by God. Jesus wants to bring every-
one into relationship with Him, with the 
Father, with the Holy Spirit.

Entering into Jesus’ mission means 
making this the deepest desire of our 
heart, too. Think about the people you 
live with, go to school with, work with. 
Or the people you see in the grocery store, 
the post office, on the road or on the sub-
way. Jesus wants to love these people—he 
wants them to know and experience his 
love for them.

This poses two questions for us. First, 
what do we want for the people God puts 
in my life? We can pray to have the same 
desires as Jesus, to allow the desires of Je-
sus to take over our heart. Second, how 
can we be the love of God for these peo-
ple? Every word, every action, every smile 
can be a communication—a living “text 
message,” if you will!—of God’s love. If 
we enter into Jesus’ mission in this way, 
everything we do becomes a means of 
sharing God’s love with the world.

What about entering into the life of 
Christ through our own life of prayer? 
This both precedes and follows our enter-
ing into the mission of Christ. Through 
prayer, we really and truly allow Jesus 
to live in us. “Jesus living in us” means 
that Jesus takes over our way of thinking, 
our way of speaking, our way of acting. 
It means that, gradually, Jesus himself 
breathes and thinks, desires and chooses, 
acts and serves in and through us.

This can only happen through prayer: 
as we spend more and more time with Je-
sus, we become more and more like him. 
And this is holiness: to become more and 
more like Jesus. St. Paul said that the goal 
of the journey of holiness is “that Christ 
may live in me” (Gal 2:20). Bl. James Al-
berione said that holiness consists in 
“placing our heart in the hands of God” 
(Meditations to the Daughters of St. Paul, 
1960).

“Placing our heart in the hands of 
God”—this is also what discernment is 
all about. The journey of discernment in-

volves drawing closer and closer to God; 
learning to trust him with our desires, 
our plans, and our very life; and allow-
ing his life and his love to permeate our 
hearts. So if you have the same question 
as many other people do—that is, what 
to do in a time of discernment—look to 
Jesus as he speaks his last words to his dis-
ciples. “Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations”: he invites you into his own 
mission. “And behold, I am with you al-
ways”: he wants to live in you, never leave 
you, and love you forever.

Dear Jesus, how marvelous is your invi-
tation to me. You call me to be part of your 
own mission and your very life. I place my 
life in my hands. I give you my desires, my 
plans, my discernment. Help me to trust 
you and to surrender myself to your love. 
You are with me always! 

By sr. emily BeAtA mArsh, FsP

Lectio Divina

Mt 28:16-20

SR. EMILY BEATA MARSH, FSP

Is a Daughter of St. Paul. She 
is currently studying theology 
at The Catholic University of 
America, as well as serving in the 
Pauline mission of evangelization 
in Alexandria, Virginia.

Words for a Time of Discernment

©
 Ce

nt
ro

 Al
et

ti
©

 Ce
nt

ro
 Al

et
ti 



Spirituality

26 Vocations and Prayer

This article is based on a Chrism Day re-
flection given to brother priests.

t a track meet, watch the runners in 
a relay race. Victory depends not 
only on the speed of each runner but 

also on how well they can pass the baton. 
Priesthood is like a relay race. While we 
might do things by ourselves, we also 
work together as part of a team. 

Several years ago there was a hymn one 
seldom hears now called, Come with. Me 

into the Fields. Obviously based on the 
Gospel, the refrain goes:

The harvest is plenty, laborers are 
fewCome with me into the fields. You 
arms will grow weary, your shoes will 
wear thin, Come with me into the 
fields.

One stanza continues:

The seeds were sown by other hands 
than yours, Nurtured and cared for 
they grew. But those who planted will 
not harvest them. The reaping will not 
be their care.

The morning my mother died, a priest 
had celebrated Mass at her care facility. 
As she could not attend, he visited her in 
her room and anointed her one last time.  
She passed away about three hours later. 
He was the last priest to minister to her in 
her life.  He was not the priest who bap-
tized her. He was not the priest who gave 
religious instruction to children in public 
schools when she was young. He was not 
the priest who married her and my father. 
All those priests and so many others were 
all part of a continuum of priestly minis-
try in my mother’s life.

There is nothing unique about her situ-

By reV. JosePh i Cisetti

The Relay Race
The Spirituality of a Diocesan Priest
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ation. Each member of Christ’s faithful 
people, each one of us, has been on the re-
ceiving end of that continuum of priestly 
ministry and it has been and continues to 
be our privilege to be on the giving end of 
that continuum. 

The priest who baptizes an infant will 
most likely not be the priest to celebrate 
that person’s wedding Mass. Those we 
bury we probably did not baptize. In some 
cases we sow the seed while in others we 
bring growth through the watering of the 
Holy Spirit.  What we do is a team effort 
even if we work alone. We reap from what 
we did not sow and what we plant, some-
one else will reap.  

Priestly ministry is like a relay race 
where we offer ministry to someone who 
has previously found ministry from some-
one else and will receive ministry from 
someone else again. Yet each of us strives 
to prolong the presence of Christ in that 
moment. Even if it is a total stranger we 
will never see again who listens to just one 
homily, makes one confession, or simply 
talks to us on the phone, we are part of 
that continuum; part of that relay race. 

After two years at my first assignment 
as an associate pastor, I found out I was 
being transferred to another parish. I did 
not expect this and was both shocked and 
devastated. Going to the new parish was 
exciting but leaving the present one was 
heartbreaking. 

Shortly after that a priest whose parish 
bordered my new assignment called the 
rectory and I mentioned that we would 
soon be neighbors.  His said, “You know, a 
part of you dies with every move.”  The fi-
nal weeks there were indeed hard and the 
day I left that parish I shed many tears.  
That priest was right.  A part of you does 
die with every move but what he did not 
tell me was that part of you also rises with 
every move. There is new life that is a new 
blessing. Pastoral moves are probably the 
biggest experiences of Paschal Mystery 
that I have experienced in my life. Each 
move is like a death and resurrection. 

Every year at the Chrism Mass, priests 
are asked if they are resolved to deny 

themselves and a large part of that asceti-
cism often has to do with moves. And yet 
for me, that is a place where grace has 
been at work in my life and I am grate-
ful for everyone one of my assignments. 
Our promise of obedience, properly un-
derstood, is not to the capriciousness 
of the bishop but to the needs of the lo-
cal church (the diocese) as discerned by 
the bishop. I do not believe bishops get 
tweets from God about where to assign 
priests. However, we have to believe that 
somehow, some way, the Holy Spirit is at 
work. Hopefully the Holy Spirit can work 
through us but fortunately, the Holy Spir-
it can also work in spite of us.  

There is such variety to being a parish 
priest. That is part of the challenge and 

part of the beauty. We shift from trying 
to save a marriage to dealing with a flood-
ing bathroom. A pastor is a celebrant, a 
homilist, a confessor, a CEO, a counselor, 
spiritual director, a personnel manager, a 
janitor, a school superintendent, a plant 
manager, a fund raiser, and so much 
more. These shifts can all take place at the 
turn of a dime. 

My experience has been as a diocesan 
priest. Priests in religious communities, 
may end up living out the charism of that 
community anywhere in the world and 
there is a beauty to all that. The experi-
ence and charism of diocesan priesthood 
can be summed up in two words: local 
church.  We are incardinated, we could 
say hinged, onto a local church, or more 

precisely, a particular church, sharing in 
the ministry of bishop serving the people 
of that local church. We are called to serve 
that local church with all its beauty and 
gifts and with all its limitations and li-
abilities. 

When I was in the summer Christian 
spirituality program at Creighton Univer-
sity, one class was spirituality of diocesan 
priesthood. One weekend I came home 
to the parish; then on Sunday afternoon 
I was driving back to Omaha. I left my 
present assignment headed north up the 
highway not terribly far from my first as-
signment and then passed near the par-
ish where I was baptized. I drove on and 
came within sight of the cathedral where I 
was ordained, passed the edge of another 
part of town where I would someday be 
assigned. Further on I passed a Catho-
lic high school where I was chaplain for 
one year, moved past my second (and 
now present) assignment and then after 
a while passed by parish where I spent 
one summer as a seminarian. All that 
led me to think about what it means, as 
a diocesan priest, to be attached to a local 
church and as the years go by I continue 
to ponder that. You could say that in each 
of those assignments I was a runner in a 
relay race. 

Priests may like to think they func-
tion by themselves, and in the immediate 
sense they do. However, looking at the 
bigger picture, it is evident that we work 
together as a continuum of priestly ser-
vice. Like runners in a relay race, priests 
form a team that covers both space and 
time and where success depends not just 
on personal ability but on how well they 
work together. We reap what others sow 
and other will reap what we sow.  Come 
with me into the fields, as part of a team, 
as part of a relay race. 

“Each move is 
like a death and 

resurrection.”

REV. JOSEPH I. CISETTI
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hat does a religious Brother 
do,” is a frequently asked 
question. More correctly, one 

should inquire what a religious Brother is. 
Being is more important than doing. A 
Brother does whatever work is assigned to 
him. But why and how he does it makes 
the difference. A Brother lives and works 
only for the service and glory of God. In 
whatever he does, a Marianist Brother 
pursues his way of life by assisting the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in her mission to 
bring Jesus to others.

Such a person is Brother Frank T. Spa-
eth, S.M., an ex-Marine, 94 years old 
and 68 years a Marianist. After years of 
teaching the physical sciences and ad-
vanced mathematics, he prepared himself 
for enjoying an active retirement. When 
considering various hobbies, he became 
interested in making rosaries because he 
likes to work with his hands and with 
tools. Now, in addition to helping others 
by driving them to appointments and by 
making minor repairs at the Marianist 
Center in Cupertino, California, Brother 
Frank pursues with pleasure the con-
struction of various styles of rosaries. He 
assembles “weapons of mass construc-
tion.” 

About ten years ago he taught himself 
how to assemble a rosary from the various 
parts. With this backlog of experience he 
has become skilled in rosary-making, and 
enjoys the reputation of an adept crafts-
man. Each day he tries to spend an hour 
or so engaged in his hobby.

Brother Frank explains that it takes 
him about four hours to assemble a ro-
sary. To date he has made over 1000 ro-
saries, many of them by special request. 
Those not needed to fill a special request 
are quickly circulated and distributed to 
persons expressing a need for one.

Because he uses special wire and care-
fully chosen beads, his rosaries enjoy a 
reputation for being strong and durable. 
Parts – wire, chain, beads, crucifixes, and 
medals – are ordered from Our Lady’s 
Rosary Makers, a nonprofit organization 
managed by laity in Louisville, Kentucky. 
ORLM evolved from the work of a Xave-
rian Brother, a high school teacher, who 
began two generations ago to teach a 
group of adults and students in Louisville 
to make rosaries for missionaries. 

For special beads Brother Frank search-
es in hobby shops. However, the most 
notable beads he uses are “Job’s tears,” a 
natural grass seed which he grows in the 
community garden. Job’s tears are the size 
of a small pea and come in varying shades 
of gray.

Frequently people bring broken rosa-

ries to him for repair, and he generously 
obliges.

Brother Frank asks only the cost of the 
materials used when someone orders a 
rosary. That amount and any additional 
amount offered to him goes into his ro-
sary fund for the purchases of new mate-
rials.

For Brother Frank, it is a labor of love to 
assemble these “links of love.” 

By Br. John m. sAmAhA, sm
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Nothin’ kills a dream

Like low self-esteem

Nothin’ kills it quicker

If you know what I mean

folks will swim right by

as you drown in the stream

Nothin’ kills a dream like

Low-self esteem...

(song lyrics from Nothin’ Kills a Dream 
like Low Self-Esteem, words and music by 
Dr Bruce L. Thiessen, Ph.D. aka Dr. B.L.T. 
© 2017)

As individuals, we need self-esteem 
to carry on, not only as we pursue our 
dreams, but to function at work, at home, 
and in society, at large. The world of hu-

mans is a world made up of relationships-
--at work, at home, and in society. For 
relationships---especially close, intimate 
relationships, to flourish, they must be 
reciprocal in nature. Reciprocity requires 
self-esteem. Without it, we become self-
centered, and woefully self-absorbed. We 
see the other person as an extension of 
our narcissistically-wounded self, and we 
cannot truly give. Without healthy self-
esteem, we are empty vessels, depending 
on others to fill us. We become takers, and 
not givers. 

Some people, who lack an understand-
ing of what self-esteem really is, point to 
examples of self-absorption or self-preoc-
cupation as evidence that self-esteem is not 
from God, but rather, a product of an anti-
God secular humanism. While it is true 
that secular humanists may have stumbled 
across the concept, the notion that one 
should love and value oneself is born of a 
simple reflection on a passage in Genesis. 

“God saw all he had made, and indeed it 
was very good.” Genesis 1:31

Wait! Surely this passage must be refer-
ring to all of creation, prior to the creation 
of humans. Consider all of the damage, 
destruction and unspeakable evil human 
beings have left, in their wake, since the 
Genesis account! 

No, as the saying goes, “It’s all good.” 
You, in your essence, as a child of God, 
created in his image, are good. In fact, you 
are actually great. 

As for that unspeakable evil, damage 
and destruction----that wicked wake was 
left by individuals, and groups of individ-
uals, running from the essence or core of 
their very being. 

Per the scriptures, is not God, but Satan, 
who earned the nickname of “the accuser 
of the brethren.” So if you look towards the 

By dr. BruCe l. thiessen, Ph.d.
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heavens, and find yourself staring at an ac-
cusing finger, pointing directly at you, and 
the failures that lie in your wake, that’s not 
God. It may not be Satan either. It could be 
the internalized faulty sense of self that you 
formulated, on the basis of the faulty pro-
jections of others, who were also running 
from themselves. Whatever the source, you 
can be quite certain that it is not the God of 
Abraham, Moses and Jacob. If you look to-
wards the heavens, and do not see the face 
of grace, you are looking at the wrong face. 

The next time you feel shame, as you look 
back upon your failures, think of each mis-
take as a footprint in the mud, as you ran, 
clumsily, from your true essence---from the 
person you were created to be. You were cre-
ated to love, and to be loved, uncondition-
ally. Your mistakes are not you, they are the 
results of not living like a loved individual. 
And each mistake, each muddy footprint, is 
a teacher, you can learn from, as you travel 
back to the you that you were meant to be.

Has your self-eSTEAM ENGINE run 
out of fuel? Are you off the track com-
pletely? Let faith be fuel that gets you back 
on track, and keeps you moving forward 
towards your God-given dreams. 

There is no greater insult to the creator, 
than the sight of you beating yourself up 
inside, and to declare yourself---his cre-
ation, worthless. 

Nothing kills your dreams like low self-
esteem, and nothing brings your dreams 
back to life quicker, than faith in a God that 
believes in you, and takes pleasure in see-
ing the dreams of his children come true. 

For a free MP3 copy of the original 
song, “Nothin’ Kills a Dream Like Low 
Self-Esteem,” by Dr. B.L.T., email the 
author at drblt@drblt.com 
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your will or another form of planned giving, our mission 

to work for the poor and to promote vocations in the 

Church will continue.

Become a distinguished member of the 

Rogationist Legacy Society

 and be a blessing to children and seminarians in need.

If you would like to be a part of the Rogationist Legacy Society or 

have already included the Congregation of Rogationists in your 

estate plan, please contact:

 Karla Legaria

(818)782-1765 | legariak@rogationists.org
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Inspired by Sr. Maria Rosa Guerrini, Rogate Ergo Rome

“Go, I am with you always.”
(Mt 28:18-20)

Compiled by Monica J. Llerena

Promoting 
Vocations in 
ESNE Live TV

On the occasion of the 
54th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations celebrated on the 
fourth Sunday of Easter, the 
staff of Vocations and Prayer 
appeared in Dimensión de 
Fé in ESNE TV. Dimensión de 
Fé is a live TV program that 
encourages ESNE’s audience in 
the United States and Latin America, to experience a closer 
encounter with Jesus. 

During the dynamic one-hour broadcast, Fr. Antonio 
Fiorenza, editor of Vocations and Prayer magazine, talked 
about the importance of celebrating World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. Dimensión de Fé hosts appeared with special 
guests to discuss about vocations to priesthood, religious 
life, and matrimony. This marked the second year ESNE TV 
invited Vocations and Prayer to promote vocations in the 
Church. CORNER MESSAGE

Priests 
Pedaling for Vocations

Father Michael Pica, Father Tom Otto, and Father Adam 
Cesarek rode their bikes across the Diocese of Peoria from 
April 24-28, 2017 to increase awareness for vocations to 
priesthood, religious life, and matrimony. According to 
The Catholic Post, the newspaper of the Diocese of Peoria, 
Illinois, the three young priests pedaled for 340 miles 
and “stopped to talk with students and parishioners at 15 
schools and churches about the need for vocations.” The 
Catholic Post added the three priests celebrated Mass, 
shared meals with people, and prayed the Holy Hour for 
Vocations along the way. You can learn more about “Priests 
Pedaling for Prayers” by visiting the Post’s website at:  
www.thecatholicpost.com

USA

From left to right:

Katherine Orozco (ESNE TV Host), Monica Llerena (Vocations and Prayer 
Contributing Editor), Sister Angelie (Daughters of Divine Zeal), María 
Hilda González (ESNE TV Host), Leslie Rojas (ESNE TV Producer), Ricardo 
Abarca (ESNE Master Control Operator).

Fr. Antonio Carlucci, RCJ (St. Jane Frances of Chantal, Pastor), Fr. 
Antonio Fiorenza, RCJ (Vocations and Prayer Editor), Kevin Ceron (ESNE 
Camarographer). Maritza and Luis Lucio (St. Elisabeth Church), Carlos 
Ocampo (ESNE TV Host and Liturgy Minister), Priscila Gonzalez (ESNE 
TV Producer), Gary Policarpo (ESNE Master Control Operator). 

USA



Family: A Workshop of Hope

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
WWW.VOCATIONSANDPRAYER.ORG

ACCESSSUBSCRIBE
Subscribe now with 

ease to Vocations and 
Prayer Magazine via 

our website in time for 
National Vocations 
Awareness Week.

SHOP
Visit our Publications 

Gift Shop online 
to stock up on our 
vocational prayer 

cards and booklets 
before NVAW starts.

Your subscription to 
Vocations and Prayer 
now includes a digital 

version that can be 
accessed anytime 

and anywhere.

QUESTIONS? GIVE US A CALL: OR EMAIL US AT: INFO@VOCATIONSANDPRAYER.ORG818.782.1765
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